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Introduction


       any people today are confused about this experience which was foretold by Old Testament prophets,  as well as John the Baptist, and Jesus Himself.  Do you find yourself wondering about any of the following questions . . .

1. Why do I really need the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?  

2. Wasn’t this Baptism only for the days of the early Church?

3. Do you have to speak in “tongues” to be baptized with the Holy Spirit?

4. Why isn’t some of today’s “tongues-speaking” an actual known language 

     according to linguistic experts?

5. What if I get the wrong thing – like some kind of demonic manifestation or false tongue?

6. Why do some people who claim to have this experience still sin?

7. Didn’t Paul tell the Corinthian church not to speak in tongues?

If you have, don’t be alarmed.  Multitudes of Christians, and even Christian leaders, have wondered about this exciting and powerful experience from God.  After all, you can still have a wonderful relationship with the Lord.  You can still be a strong Christian and go to heaven without the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  So, why do I really need to be concerned about this subject?  The remainder of  “A Scriptural Guide – Baptism of the Holy Spirit,” will answer these questions from the Bible.  Please read this entire manual and the related scriptures with an open mind and a prayerful heart before you decide whether to choose or refuse this magnificent gift from God.

Let’s pray:

“Father, as I read the following pages, and meditate on your scriptures, I ask You to guide my thoughts and my understanding.  Please teach me and reveal Your truth concerning Your will for me regarding the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  I love You, Lord, and want everything You have for me in this life, including a more effective and fulfilling Christian experience.  Holy Spirit, You are my teacher.  Jesus said You would reveal all things to me, and so I am asking You to do that now.”








In Jesus’ Name, I pray.

Chapter One

Why do I really need the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?

First of all, because Jesus said so!  After Jesus had risen from the dead, He instructed His disciples, giving them the “great commission.”  Look in your Bible at the Book of Mark, Chapter 16, Verses 15–18, Jesus commands His disciples (and us, His followers, today): “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.  And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents, and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and (the sick) will recover. “

Notice the results we should see and experience from believing in Jesus:




To preach the gospel to every creature everywhere (vs. 15)




To free those who will believe from condemnation (vs. 16)




To bring salvation to those who will believe (vs. 16)




To bring deliverance to the oppressed (vs. 17)




To bring healing to the sick (vs. 18)





Those who are doing the work of God will be delivered from 




   harm and the evil works of the enemy. (vs. 18)





The Holy Spirit-filled believer receives God’s power to do 




   the works of Jesus upon the earth.  (vs. 17-18)

And these signs will follow . . . Casting out demons, healing the sick, and supernatural protection are possible only by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Right in the middle of the Scripture portion above are the words, “they will speak with new tongues.”  This refers to those who have received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, as we will see later when we read about the Day of Pentecost.   In the book of Acts, where the Holy Spirit Baptism first occurs, the disciples are waiting upon God for the power to witness and carry out Jesus’ works, now that He has ascended to heaven.  It was necessary for them to receive this Baptism before they went out to fulfill the “great commission,” Jesus had given to them.

This is shown also in Acts 1:4-5, 8: “And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, ‘which,’ He said, ‘you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ . . . ‘but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’”

You may already witness to people about Jesus, and that is commendable!  However, after the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, you will receive increased boldness and effectiveness in your witness.  You will rely less on human intellect and more on the power of the Holy Spirit, who will be residing more fully in you.

 

Have you ever prayed and wondered if you were praying in accordance with God’s will?  Or, have you struggled and just didn’t know how to pray about a particular situation or need?  We’ve all had that happen because prayer is not a mental or intellectual exercise.  Prayer is connecting with God who is Spirit, so we know that prayer is a spiritual connection.  Our human spirit, praying to God, needs to be empowered and enlightened by God’s Spirit – the Holy Spirit – to be effective, and to produce results in line with God’s plans and purposes.  We do know much of God’s will from studying His Word.  However, we don’t always know exactly which scriptures apply to the current concern, or the specific details of God’s answer to our prayer.  That’s when the Holy Spirit helps us! 

“Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses.  For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, and the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  Now He who searches the hearts, knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”  (Romans 8:26-27)

We can have peace knowing that our prayers will be answered because we are not just praying out of our own understanding, preconceived ideas or desires, which may get in the way.  The Holy Spirit knows the mind of God so He can help us in our weakness to pray in power and confidence.  Sometimes our understanding will be unfruitful – we won’t have any idea what the Spirit is praying through us.  See 1 Corinthians 14:14: “ For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.”  At other times, especially as we mature in praying in the Spirit, the Lord will give us a sense of what the Spirit is praying and even the interpretation of the prayer.  “Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.”   (1 Corinthians 14:13)  In these instances, Paul is talking about “tongues-speaking” in a church gathering; however, the instruction works the same in our private prayer times as well.


Praying in the Holy Spirit (with the evidence of speaking in tongues) should be a vital component of your daily prayer.  There are no rules on how long you should pray in tongues, just let the Holy Spirit guide you.  The more time you spend praying this way . . . the more you will desire to pray in the Spirit.  You will draw closer to God than ever before; you will be more faithful and fruitful in serving Him.  You will be stronger in overcoming weakness and temptation. You will have greater understanding of spiritual things, and greater victory in your life!  Jude 20 tells us, “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit . . .”  (See also, 1 Corinthians 14:4.)

Paul said to the believers in the Corinthian church: “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit, he speaks mysteries . . . He who speaks in a tongue edifies  (builds up, encourages, strengthens) himself. . .” (1 Corinthians 14:2, 4-5)



Chapter Two

Wasn’t this Baptism only for the days of the early Church?

No, no, no — a thousand times, no!  As we have just discussed, to summarize; the three primary reasons the apostles and believers in the early Church needed the Baptism of the Holy Spirit were as follows:

1. to effectively and powerfully share the gospel with the same signs  following as Jesus had in His ministry

2. to enable the believer to pray according to God’s will by the power of the Holy Spirit praying through him or her, while not being limited by their own understanding or desires

3. to edify the believer “from the inside–out!”  You will receive increased spiritual strength and victory, peace, understanding and comfort as a result of praying in the Spirit

How much more today, do these reasons apply to the believers of Jesus Christ?  We need just as much help from the Holy Spirit to effectively witness for Christ, and to faithfully serve God.  We certainly need His power to do the miraculous works that Jesus told us we would do.  “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.”  (John 14:12)  Greater material possessions and opportunities for temptation, as well as confusion and deception from the enemy, pull at us from every side.  We certainly need the Holy Spirit’s help – wisdom and discernment – in our prayer lives.  And, to be built up, strengthened and edified, so that we can overcome sin and obstacles, and live a victorious Christian life.  


As mentioned earlier, John the Baptist foretold that Jesus would baptize His followers with the Holy Spirit.  “I (John, the Baptist) indeed baptized you with water, but He (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  (Mark 1:8)  And Jesus Himself confirmed John’s message in Acts 1:4-5, 8: “And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, ‘which,’ He said, ‘you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now’ . . . ‘but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’”

The Promise of the Father arrived gloriously on the Day of Pentecost.  The event is described in Acts, Chapter 2:

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly, there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven.  And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language.  Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, ‘Look, are not all these who speak Galileans?  And how is it that we hear each in our own language in which we were born? Parthians and Medes, and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.’ So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another: ‘Whatever could this mean?’  Others mocking said, ‘They are full of new wine.’  But Peter, standing up with the eleven raised his voice and said to them, ‘Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and hear my words.  For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.  But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams, And on My menservants and on My maidservants, I will pour out My Spirit in those days;  And they shall prophesy.’”   (Acts 2:1-18)
The Day of Pentecost had come!  The Day of God’s Promise had come!  However, many people didn’t recognize the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy from the Old Testament that occurred on this historic day.  They doubted and derided the believers.  They just couldn’t believe what they themselves couldn’t perceive with their human understanding.  So it is today, many people do not believe the miraculous and supernatural works of the Holy Spirit, even when they see them with their own eyes.  Their hearts are hardened and their minds are blinded by sin.  They have been deceived by the teachings and vain philosophies of this world, and it’s ruler, the devil.    But praise God, there are many that will listen and hear too, and will be set free by the truth they receive.  

As you continue to read Acts, Chapter 2, you will see the new boldness with which Peter, the apostle, preached a powerful sermon to the crowd that had gathered to witness the great outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  And, on this day alone, 3,000 souls were added to them.  The apostles continued in the power of the Holy Spirit, preaching the good news about Jesus Christ; multitudes of people believed and were converted to Christ.

However, this wonderful experience of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit was not reserved by God for the Jews alone.  Much to the surprise, and initial reluctance of the Hebrew people,  God had a bigger, broader plan in mind.  If we are open to Him and yield to His will, the Lord will always do “exceedingly abundantly above all that we could ask or think.”  (See Ephesians 3:20.) 

While we have the Bible open, let’s look at the following story about Cornelius, a Roman centurion, and other Gentiles who were also baptized with the Holy Spirit.  We will find this story in Acts, Chapter 10.  Here is an excerpt: 

“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.  And those of the circumcision (the Jews) who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.  For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God . . .”  (Acts 10:44-46)

And so we see that not only Jews, but gentiles, also received the Promise – it’s for us today – Jew and Gentile alike . . . white and black, rich and poor, educated and uneducated, male and female.  The answer to our question is NO, this Baptism wasn’t just for the early Church — the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is for everyone, then and now, who will believe God and receive His gift. 



Chapter Three

Do you have to speak with “tongues” to be Baptized with the

Holy Spirit?

As we have seen in Acts, Chapters 2 and 10, when the believers were baptized with the Holy Spirit; this experience was accompanied by the evidence of speaking in other tongues.  But, do you always have to speak with tongues if you have received this Baptism?  Paul obviously thought so.  In 1 Corinthians, he told the church, “I wish you all spoke with tongues . . .” (verse 5), and “I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all . . .” (verse 18).

Let’s look at another instance where the evidence of the Holy Spirit Baptism included speaking with tongues:  “And it happened while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus.  And finding some disciples, he said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’  So they said to him, ‘We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.’  And he said to them, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ So they said, ‘Into John’s baptism.’  Then Paul said, ‘John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.’  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spake with tongues and prophesied.”  (Acts 19:1-6)

It appears from Scripture that when people were baptized with the Holy Spirit, they also spoke in a tongue which they had not formerly known.  It was a prayer language received not as a result of study and learning, but as a gift from God.  I do not believe we can rigidly, legalistically, declare that a person absolutely cannot be baptized with the Holy Spirit if he/she doesn’t speak with tongues.   But, with all the benefits you receive from this gift, why would you want to miss it?   Why would you say, “No,” to God. “I don’t want this beautiful, powerful, joyful gift You are offering to me.”?  Personally, I thank God every day for this supernatural ability to speak “in mysteries” directly to Him, and to see the revelation and results that come from not being limited by my own English language and understanding.  I thank God for the joy, peace and strength that comes from a time of prayer “with other tongues.”  I thank God that as I intercede in my Holy Spirit prayer language that He is doing great works for people, and in situations, about which I don’t even have understanding.  Praise God for using us in this wonderful way as instruments in His plan for others.  What an awesome privilege!  Of course, like prayer in your own native language, you can simply be mouthing words without any real heart commitment.  But if you love the Lord and are truly seeking Him, He will not disappoint you; as you speak with other tongues, you will grow in knowledge, and experience a deeper walk with Jesus through the Holy Spirit.  “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”  (2 Corinthians 3:17)

Why isn’t some of today’s “tongues-speaking” an actual known language according to linguistic experts?

This is another objection brought up by critics of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. They point to Acts, Chapter 2, noting that the baptized believers were speaking in actual languages, not just what today sounds like gibberish.  This is true.  The first outpouring of the Holy Spirit was accompanied by the apostles, and others, speaking in a variety of languages that were known and understood by others, though not by those who were speaking them.  This experience was also accompanied by “a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind” and “divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.”  (verses 2-3)  These signs were not recorded in later instances, nor was there any mention later of the tongues” being actual known languages.  

 “Tongues-speaking” is sometimes a known language (though not to the believer speaking it), and sometimes not a known language.  Linguistic experts have studied and documented many languages, but have not exhausted every language upon the face of the earth.  A language which nobody recognizes may nevertheless be a valid language somewhere.  At certain times believers have spoken “with tongues;” others have heard them, and verified that the believers were actually speaking in the hearers’ native tongue(s).  God uses these situations as signs to the hearer, usually an unbeliever, to share the gospel.  There are actually three kinds of tongues, which we’ll discuss later.  Note also, that tongues may sound different in individual persons, just as natural languages do.

Chapter Four

What if I get the wrong thing – like some kind of demonic manifestation or false tongue?

There is another common fear among Christians who love the Lord and want all of His will for them, but nevertheless shy away from the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
  It is the concern that they may somehow receive a false or demonic manifestation or counterfeit tongue rather than the real thing.   My brother and my sister, let me assure you — this is not possible.  When you believed unto salvation, were you afraid of getting the wrong “Jesus?”   And you were much less knowledgeable about the things of God then, than you are now.   If you trusted Jesus for salvation, trust Him now for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, for Jesus is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. “I (John, the Baptist) indeed baptized you with water, but He (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  (Mark 1:8)

God loves you.  You are His child.  Will the Father trick His beloved child?  Look at the following portion of Scripture in Luke 11:9-13:  “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?  Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

If you are born again, your Father is God, and your Lord is Jesus Christ.  And it is the same Holy Spirit Who came to dwell in you when you were born again, Who now desires to gloriously fill you fully with Himself, and to commune with you in a greater measure.  Paul ends his letter to the Corinthian church with, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.”  (2 Corinthians 13:14)   Don’t grieve or quench the Holy Spirit — accept His call for a deeper relationship with you, and walk with Him.  You have nothing to fear, nothing to lose, and everything to gain!  




Chapter Five

Why do some people who claim to have this experience still sin?

That is a good question.  The Bible teaches the result of accepting Jesus Christ as Savior: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”  (2 Corinthians 5:17)
 When you are saved, Jesus becomes your Lord in that you are no longer ruled by satan, but by the Son of God.   Jesus now lives in you!  You’ve received Him as Lord; however, this is not as instantaneous as your initial salvation experience.  It is a process of learning about God, His ways and His will.   One by one, you hand over habits and parts of your life and your heart to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  You become no longer conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of your mind according to the Word of God.  (See Romans 12:2.)  Sanctification is a process.  And, just as a toddler trips and falls as he is learning, so do young Christians.  

Being filled with the Holy Spirit is also a process.  There is the initial infilling called the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  As a result, you will receive the new prayer language of “tongues,” and notice dramatic changes in your spiritual understanding, strength and boldness for witnessing and service.   But, just as you grow in grace and maturity as a Christian by spending time in God’s Word and prayer; you must continuously yield to the Holy Spirit’s infilling through praying in the Spirit and obedience to His voice, and to the Word of God.  The Holy Spirit is just what His name implies – holy.  He can be quenched or grieved by sin and disobedience.   Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit.   (See 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.) 

The voice of the Holy Spirit is gentle, as He is gentle.  You must be listening and seeking the Lord in order to hear His voice.   He will not force Himself on you, nor will He make you follow His leading.  Though we are saved and filled with the Holy Spirit, we still have a free will and the power to make choices – right or wrong.  When you have received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, you must be careful to treat the Holy Spirit with respect just as you would Jesus and the Father.   Sin, self-will, and a desire for the things of the flesh and of the world are some of the reasons that cause believers to fall away from the Lord and refuse the communion of His Spirit.    Neglect or indifference to the things of God, or just plain busyness, will also hinder our relationship with the Holy Spirit and our sensitivity to His voice.  

As mentioned in Chapter One, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit strengthens us and helps us to overcome temptation.  In addition, it gives us greater power to be more effective witnesses for Christ and to fulfill the plan of God for our lives.  But, with every blessing and gift from God, comes responsibility.  We must be faithful to nurture this gift, through exercising our prayer language, as well as submission and obedience to the Lord.  We must be careful not to resist or block out the voice of the Holy Spirit.   He has been given to us for our good!

Some who have been baptized with the Holy Spirit are content to have a very minimal experience with Him.  Once having received the initial Baptism, they do not grow further or deeper — just as some who are born again do not grow, but rather remain carnal Christians.  This is a sad, ineffective Christian existence; those who choose this way miss many blessings, and later on also, the rewards that are stored up in heaven for those who are faithful.   

It is this type of Christian, though having received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and even speaking in tongues, who walks that uneven and shaky line, trying to hold on to both the things of God and the things of this world.  It is this person who is most likely to indulge in sin while still speaking in tongues.  But don’t let his or her experience and example cloud your thinking and steal God’s blessed gift, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, from you.

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:  For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power.  And from such people turn away!”  (2 Timothy 3:1-5)


Chapter Six

Didn’t Paul tell the Corinthian church not to speak in tongues?

Not exactly.  Let’s look at Chapter 14 in the book of 1 Corinthians:
“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.  For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.  But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men.  He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.  I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.  But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching?  Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a distinction in the sounds, how will it be known what is piped or played?  For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle?  So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken?  For you will be speaking into the air.  There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without significance.  Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a foreigner to me.  Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.   Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.  What is the conclusion then?  I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding.  I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.  Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the office of the uniformed say ‘Amen’ at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say?  For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified.  I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.  Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature.  In the law it is written: ‘With men of other tongues and other lips I will speak to this people; And yet, for all that, they will not hear me,’ says the Lord.  Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe. Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind?  But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all.  And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you.  How is it then, brethren?  Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation.  Let all things be done for edification.  If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret.  But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God . . . Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.  Let all things be done decently and in order.”   
Here, Paul is talking primarily about public “tongues-speaking.” Sometimes, people get confused about speaking in tongues because there are actually three different types of tongues-speaking shown in the New Testament.

Three Types of “Tongues”

1. An actual language as shown in Acts, Chapter 2

2. A believer’s personal prayer language as described previously

3. Public tongues used to prophesy in a church service for edification of believers, and as a sign to unbelievers.  A gift of the Holy Spirit.  (See Corinthians, Chapter 12.) 

The Corinthians church was very “spiritual.”  They desired to operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which we will cover in the next chapter.  But evidently, their speaking in tongues (one of the Holy Spirit’s gifts) got out of hand.  It appears that people were speaking with tongues at the same time, and there wasn’t always an interpreter present.  Therefore, they were out of order!  This is what Paul was correcting, not the fact that they spoke with tongues, for in verse 39, we read:  “. . . do not forbid to speak with tongues.”  Paul also encouraged the believers to speak in tongues, saying: “I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all . . .”  (verse 18)

Chapter Seven

Tongues as a Gift of the Holy Spirit

In Chapter Six, we listed three types of tongues.  One was described as follows: Public tongues used to prophesy in a church service for edification of believers, and as a sign to unbelievers.  This type of tongues is a gift of the Holy Spirit, shown in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11:

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.  And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.”

One objection you’ll hear from believers trying to substantiate their reluctance to believe in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit goes along these lines, ”In the Bible it says that not all believers speak in tongues.  The Holy Spirit distributes gifts as He wills.”  The confusion comes in because the believer who uses this excuse doesn’t realize that there are different types of tongues.  And the tongues, to which he is referring, is not the prayer language that Paul says is for every believer, but rather one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in Chapter 12 of 1st Corinthians.  Yes, this type of public tongues is only given as the Holy Spirit wills, and as sought after by the believer.  This is the one that causes confusion and criticism when there is no one present in the church service to interpret.   But, as we’ve discussed in previous chapters, the tongues which are either an actual native language or a believer’s individual prayer language is meant for every believer.  We know this because Jesus told his followers to wait in Jerusalem until after the Promise of the Father had come.  (See Acts, Chapters 1 and 2.)   

Also, in Chapter Six of this Guide, almost all of 1 Corinthians 14 is shown.  It describes extensively the reasons tongues have been given as a gift of the Holy Spirit: as a sign to the unbeliever, and for edification of the church.   Paul urges believers to prophesy so that the whole church may be edified (See again 1 Corinthians 14.); however, he also informs the believers that when there are tongues along with interpretation of tongues; this is equal to prophecy in value for edification of the church.   


The personal prayer language tongues of a believer is quite different.   Sandwiched between 1 Corinthians 12 and 14, is the “love chapter” – Chapter 13.  The first sentence refers to “tongues of angels.”  “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.”  (verse 1)   This doesn’t provide much information, but it does appear to refer to a heavenly language, perhaps related to the tongues given to the believer as evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Here too, the angelic tongue is differentiated from the language of men.  




· There is a specific experience of the infilling of the Holy Spirit subsequent to the experience of being born again.  This experience is called the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

· The Baptism of the Holy Spirit will revitalize your praise and prayer to God, making it more rewarding and productive. 

·  You can sing in tongues, as well as pray.   (See 1 Corinthians, Chapter 14.)

· As a born again believer, the Holy Spirit already dwells in you.  But the word, “baptism” means to be immersed.   You will be filled full of the Holy Spirit and the power of God for the purposes already discussed.

· Being filled with the Holy Spirit is not just a one-time event, though.  It is important to continue seeking God for a fresh infilling of His Holy Spirit.  This will happen as you spend time with Him and in His Word, and as your relationship with Jesus Christ grows.  

· The Holy Spirit Baptism helps us to discern God’s will.  As we pray in the Spirit,  we are actually praying God’s will and plan through in the spiritual realm.  This Holy Spirit prayer accomplishes these three things:

· You receive God’s wisdom, knowledge and discernment.

· Obstacles are removed, and doors open.

· God’s plan is birthed to accomplish His will, provision and blessings for your life.

· In your prayer time, it is a good idea to begin praying in tongues first as the Holy Spirit leads.  Then following this, when you pray in your native language, you can be assured that you are still being led by the Holy Spirit.  Sometimes, He will give you the interpretation of what you prayed in tongues — this is really exciting!  Other times, you will be praying merely according to your understanding, but this is good, because the Father wants you to communicate your heart to Him, too.  He cares about the thoughts, feelings and needs you share with Him.  But just remember, there is no set formula.  You need to give your attention to the Holy Spirit, and He will lead you. 

Scriptural Methods for Receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit  
Sovereign Move of God  (Acts, Chapter 2)  —  Initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit as foretold by the prophet, Joel, on the Day of Pentecost.  Christ, too, had told them about this event — the Baptism with the Holy Spirit.  This manifestation included a heavenly sound as of a rushing mighty wind, and divided tongues of fire.  They also spoke in actual languages, which they did not previously know or learn.  People often ask why these “signs” don’t accompany today’s Baptism of the Holy Spirit experiences.   This is because the Holy Spirit has already been given on the Day of Pentecost.  We don’t have to wait any longer on God for His Promise — all we have to do now is to personally ask Him for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, just as you asked Jesus to come into your heart and life.   As for the language question, there have been documented and witnessed cases where a believer will be speaking in an unknown (to him or her) tongue, and the person hearing it will confirm that it is an actual language, usually their native tongue.  You will note also, that in other biblical accounts where people were baptized with the Holy Spirit, there was no indication that the same manifestations as on the Day of Pentecost occurred.     

Preaching the Word of God  (Acts, Chapter 10) — As Peter preached Jesus Christ to the household of Cornelius, the Holy Spirit fell on all those who heard the Word.   None of them – the Jews or the Gentiles – were expecting or seeking that experience.  But God knows the hearts of people and their readiness to receive more from Him.

Laying On of Hands (Acts 19:1-6) — In Ephesus, Paul inquired of some disciples if they had received the Holy Spirit.  After he had explained more concerning the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, Paul laid hands on the disciples.  The Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.

  

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?  What is the outward manifestation that will show that you have received this Baptism?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name at least three reasons you need the Baptism of the Holy Spirit:

(1)

__________________________________________________

(2) __________________________________________________

(3) __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

3. Was this Baptism only for the days of the early Church?  Why or why not?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Do you have to speak in “tongues” to be baptized with the Holy Spirit?  Give a scripture reference where a person who was baptized with the Holy Spirit also spoke in tongues.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REVIEW QUESTIONS, continued:
5. Name three types of tongues shown in the Bible:

(1)

_________________________________________________

(2)      _________________________________________________

(3)

_________________________________________________

6. Is it possible to receive the wrong thing — like some kind of a demonic manifestation or false tongue?  Why or why not?  (Give Scripture reference.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Can you grieve or quench the Holy Spirit?  If so, how can you prevent this?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Under what circumstances did Paul tell the Corinthians not to speak in tongues?   Why?    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REVIEW QUESTIONS, continued:

9. Does every believer receive the tongues which are a gift of the Holy Spirit used to pray publicly in church?   What other gift is needed along with public tongues to equal the gift of prophecy?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit available to every believer?  Do you want to receive this precious gift from God?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



NOTES

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How to Receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
There are three steps to receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit:

1. Know what God’s Word, the Bible, says about this wonderful gift from God.  That has been the purpose of this study guide — to provide scriptural knowledge about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Please go through any portions of it again, or study additional scriptures in the Bible, if you are unsure of your understanding on this subject.

2. Spend some time in praise and worship to the Lord.  God inhabits our praises.  In Acts, Chapter 2, it says that they were all in one accord.  Make sure there is no strife in your life, or unforgiveness in your heart toward anyone.  Repent of any known sin according to 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”    If you have been putting other things or people before God, this is a good time to repent of that also, and ask Him to renew your first love for the Lord, Jesus Christ.  

3. Ask God by faith for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  (Hebrews 11:6)  Put it in your own words, or pray something like this:

Dear God,

I am a born again believer.  I am Your child.  I understand that You love me and desire to fill me with Your Holy Spirit.  I believe Your Word is true.  Your Word says that if I ask, and believe, I will receive the Holy Spirit.  So, in the Name of Jesus Christ, my Lord, I am asking You to fill me to overflowing with Your Holy Spirit.

Jesus, According to Your Word, You are the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit, so I am asking You now to baptize me with the Holy Spirit.  I thank You for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit which I believe I have received.  I also believe, by faith, that I will speak in tongues now as the Spirit gives me utterance.   Amen

—   continued on next page   —

Receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, continued

After you have prayed and asked God to fill you with the Holy Spirit:

Begin to speak as the Holy Spirit gives you utterance.   Open your mouth and say whatever words are in your heart or come to mind no matter how silly or strange they may sound to you.  They will be from the Holy Spirit.  

Even if there is only one syllable, speak it out again and again.  You will be praising and praying to God in your new prayer language!  Just as a baby, or young child, learns new words, your Spirit “vocabulary” will increase  Don’t worry if you only have a few words, or even just one word to start.   Sometimes, a whole flood of words will come  —  don’t hold back, but speak them out boldly.  Whichever way it happens — it’s real!

The important thing is to keep praying in tongues every day.  Don’t let doubts or fears rise up and steal the wonderful gift you have received. Keep exercising this gift of tongues, and rejoice in your new relationship with the Holy Spirit.   Commune with Him daily, for He is the Spirit of the Lord, and will abide with you forever!

Remember, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, along with the outward evidence of speaking in tongues, is just the beginning.  You will begin to experience a closer relationship with the Lord, and more power to witness and serve Him.  You will receive greater revelation and understanding of spiritual things.   Purposefully yield each day to the Holy Spirit.  Obey God’s Word and repent of any sin as soon as you are aware of it.  Ask God to fill you afresh and new each day with His Spirit — His wisdom, power and love. 

Congratulations as you embark on this great new adventure with the awesome Holy Spirit of God!   


Dear Reader:





Thank you for your interest in “A Scriptural Guide – Baptism of the Holy Spirit.” 


The candidate to receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit must first be a born again Christian believer.   If you haven’t had this experience, please read on:





“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16)





“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)  God is a holy God, and we cannot stand before Him, nor enter into heaven, in our sin.





But God has made a way.  He sent His own Son, Jesus Christ to be crucified on a cross for our sins.  Jesus took the punishment we deserved upon Himself so that we could be made right with God.  “For He (God) made Him (Jesus Christ) who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  (2 Corinthians 5:21)  But, it didn’t end there.  God raised up Jesus from the grave, and He is alive today, sitting at the right hand of God in heaven!





How do you receive this wonderful gift of salvation through Jesus Christ?


“…If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  (Romans 10:9-10)





If you sincerely believe as shown above, all you need to do is ask Jesus to be your personal Savior and Lord.  You can pray something like this:





Dear God,





I believe that Jesus Christ is Your Son, and that He died on the cross to pay the price for my sins.   I also believe that You raised Him from the dead that I might have new life in Him.  I repent of my sins and ask you to forgive me.    Jesus, come into my heart; be my Savior and Lord.  Help me to live for You, and to fulfill the wonderful plan God has for my life.  Thank you, Lord, for saving me.  I am a born again child of God.  Amen.








Welcome to the family of God, brother or sister!  Get into a Bible-believing church, and tell someone about your new Friend, Jesus.  Read the Bible yourself and talk to God in prayer every day.  Now, you can read the rest of this study guide, for you have just become eligible to receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit — an awesome and precious gift from God to you!
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Purpose





Protection:





Power





The first and most important reason for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is to enable the believer to effectively and powerfully share the gospel with the same signs following as Jesus had in His ministry, and as the apostles had in their ministries. 








The second important reason for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is to enable the believer to pray according to God’s will by the power of the Holy Spirit praying through him or her, while not being limited to their own understanding and desires.
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The third important reason for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is to edify the believer “from the inside–out!”  You will receive increased spiritual strength and victory, peace, understanding and comfort as a result of praying in the Holy Spirit.








The Day it all began  —  the Day of Pentecost!





On the next page, let’s take a look at how the early Church received this Baptism of the Holy Spirit.          The Gospel exploded and the Church multiplied! 





Don’t miss this wonderful experience of “speaking with tongues” that accompanies the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  It’s not scary, or contrary to Scripture, and it is for TODAY!  Put away preconceived notions; seek Jesus sincerely in faith, as a little child, for Jesus is the Holy Spirit Baptizer!  








Don’t let fear rob you of a deeper walk with Jesus and His Holy Spirit.  God loves you – you are His child.  You trusted Jesus for salvation; now trust Him for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, for Jesus is the Holy Spirit Baptizer! 








Don’t be fooled by those who claim they have received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, but still walk in sin.  We are not to judge them, but to be accountable to God for our own obedience and acceptance of His will. 








The Baptism of the Holy Spirit “tongues” is a personal prayer language God has given believers to communicate privately with Him.  This is different from the public use of tongues that is a gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church.








A Few thoughts in Summary on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit








Instructions for Receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit








On the next page you will find some review questions.  Please complete them before turning to the final page. The answers to these questions are for your use only, to aid in your understanding; they do not need to be turned in or seen by anyone else.





Please complete these questions before turning to the final page.  Your answers are for your use only, to aid in your understanding; they do not need to be turned in or seen by anyone else.





If you are still unsure, or have questions about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, please restudy this course and ask for counsel.  However, if you answered, “Yes” to both parts of Question No. 10, please turn to the next page.








It Is Written . . .





“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 


 


But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.  For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  





For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?  Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.  





Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 











If you haven’t received the manifestation of speaking in tongues, or have other questions, seek out a church leader or believer who believes and has experienced the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Ask them to lay hands on you, and help you to receive the Holy Spirit.  Don’t give up!  Keep seeking Jesus and He will guide you.  He is the Holy Spirit Baptizer!
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